RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
old friend H. F. Newall, who later became Professor of Astro-Physics at Cambridge. He in his first term, against the advice of his tutor, entered this unexplored region, and like most explorers found the going was not easy.
Important researches were made between 1874 and 1879 in the laboratory by G. Chrystal, later Professor of Mathematics in Edinburgh University, on the accuracy of Ohm's Law ; by Donald MacAlister, Senior Wrangler and later Sir Donald MacAlister, Principal of Glasgow University, on a new proof that the attraction of a point charge of electricity varies inversely as the square of the distance ; by R. T. Glazebrook (Sir R. T. Glaze-brook, K.C.B., F.R.S.), later Principal of Liverpool University, after that Director of the National Physical Laboratory, on the wave surface in a biaxial crystal ; by Arthur Schuster, afterwards Sir Arthur Schuster, F.R.S., in spectroscopy ; by J. A. Fleming, now Sir Ambrose Fleming, on the measurement of resistances. Maxwell himself did not do any continuous experimental research in Cambridge. Though he came to Cambridge in 1871, the laboratory was not opened until 1874. Afterwards, the greater part of his time was spent in editing the works of Henry Cavendish, a pious duty for a Cavendish professor. Cavendish, though he only published two papers, left twenty packages of manuscripts on mathematical and experimental electricity. Maxwell copied these out with his own hand. He saturated his mind with the scientific literature of Cavendish's period ; he repeated his experiments ; he was especially attracted by one where Cavendish had been his own galvanometer and had estimated the strength of the current by the shock it gave him when he passed it through his body. Visitors to the laboratory 104